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 www.suncoastfundogs.org.au 
 

Club Officials  
President: Gill Anderson 
Vice President : Gill Anderson 
Secretary: Tracey Swan Ph: 38887326 
Treasurer:  Belinda Duke 
Committee:   
Margaret & Russell Andrews 
Ian Weston 
Donna & Jasmine Boxsell 
Elizabeth Arndt 
Lyndal Nichols 
Sharyn Palmer 
Alica Wegner 
Damian Noud 
Amanda Schofield 
Kay Wilson 
Website: Lisa Ruberry 
Chief Instructor:  Sharyn Palmer 
Trial Secretary:   Don Anderson  
Assistant:  Sharon Mellema   
Equipment Officer: Ian Weston 
Fundraising: Wendy Lister 
Assistant:  Jasmine Boxsell 
Catering:  Amanda Schofield 
Assistant:  Gill Anderson 
Publicity:  Margaret Andrews 
Health & Safety Officer:  Damian Noud 
Club Fashion Coordinator:  Julianne Hoey 
 
New Members/Newsletter: Jane Barron  
Ph: 54457620 Mobile: 0403825864 

 
janeb206@bigpond.net.au 
 
Life Members  
Francis Harvey (2003) 
Geoff Reynolds (2003) 
Lyndal Nichols (2005) 
Sharyn Palmer (2005) 
Amanda Schofield (2005) 
Audrey Harvey (2006) 
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ADAA Information  
Websites: 

 
www.adaa.com.au 

 
ADAA Chat Group 

http://groups.yahoo.com/ADAAchat 
 

  
Welcome to 

Our New Members or 
Our Existing Members with New 

Dogs  
 

Pre Agility1 commencing 5th August 
Sue Bryant & Annie 
Renee Lamb & Lille 
Meagan Heaslip & Kiera 
Davis McCafferty & Jackle 
Neil McCafferty & Butch 

 
Pre Agility1 commencing 1st July 2008 

Mishell & Jessica Saddlier & Glitter 
Jasmin Cooper & Noah 
Rebekah Day & Turner 
Brenton Lawrence & Nessie 
Laura Heeley & Spy 
Cheryl Brunskill & Jana 
Taylor & Lynda Graham & Jerry 
 

Intermediate Class 
Fazette Cheetham & Snugly 
Coralie Blackwood & Sunday 
Leah & Lincoln Tedman with Toby & Samson 
 
Gillian Nicholson & Taffy will be commencing in 
beginners on 7th October. 
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Alica’s GSP Yogi (below) recently underwent 
surgery to remove a swallowed bone from 
his esophagus, the surgery was successful 
and he is on the way to recovery 
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********* 
Many people do give their dogs bones, and 
most have no problems. I personally do give 
raw bones to Rosa, but I am constantly 
watching her, so I can be on hand if she gets 
into difficulties. I never ever leave her 
unattended.  Jane Editor 
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All members are encouraged to 
attend our meetings, held in the 

Clubroom on Monday’s at 6.45pm, 
the input we receive from our members is of great 

value to us.   Next Meeting TBA. 

�
�

�
�

������������������������������������  
 

���������������	��
����
�
��������������

�
Tuesday 14th October 

at  8:00pm  
 

All positions will become vacant, 
We ask all our members to think 

seriously about becoming active within 
the club. Many people could have 
skills that would be an asset to the 

club, but have been reluctant to step 
forward. 

This could be your year to get 
involved . 

Members will soon be receiving 
information regarding: 

Nominating people for positions which 
will all be vacant as of AGM 
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Robyn Treloar & Peppi 2nd   CE/TY/AT  
Alica Wegner & Neo 2nd   CE/MD/AT 
Robyn Treloar & Peppi 3rd   CS/TY/AT  
Alica Wegner & Neo 3rd    CS/MD/AT  
Karen  Noud & Jade 2nd (Q)  CS/MX/AT 
Julianne Hoey & Layla 3rd   CS/MX/AT 
Lesley Chappell & Tully  2nd  OB/MN/IG 
Sharyn Palmer & Ripley 2nd (Q) OB/MD/IG 
Karen  Noud & Amber 3rd    OB/MX/IG 
Ian Weston & Bobbi 1st  (Q) OB/MN/AT 
Margaret Lind & Black Pepper 2nd  OB/MN/AT  
Ian Weston & Bobbi 1st  (Q) OB/MN/AT 
Ian Weston & Bobbi 1st  (Q) A/MN/JT 
Lesley Chappell & Tully  2nd  A/MN/JT 
Robyn Treloar & Peppi 1st   I/TY/AT  
Margaret Lind & Black Pepper 1st    I/MN/AT  
Sharyn Palmer & Ripley 3rd  I/MD/AT 
  
 

�

 

                 A DOG'S PURPOSE 
 
Being a Vet, I had been called to examine a 10 yr old Irish  
Wolfhound named Belker. The dog's owners Ron, his wife  
Lisa and  their little boy Shane, were all very attached to  
Belker, and they were hoping for a miracle. 
 
I examined Belker and found he was dying of cancer. 
I told the family we couldn't do anything for Belker, and  
offered to perform the euthanasia procedure for the  
old dog in their home. 
 
As we made arrangements, Ron & Lisa told me they  
thought it would be 6 yr old Shane to ob serve the 
procedure.  
They felt as though Shane might learn something from the 
experience. 
 
The next day, I felt the familiar catch in my throat as 
Belker's family surrounded him. Shane seemed so calm, 
petting the old dog for the last time, that I wondered if he 
understood what was going on. Within a few minutes, 
Belker slipped peacefully away. 
 
The little boy seemed to accept Belkers transition without  
any difficulty or confusion. We sat together for a while  
after Belkers death, wondering aloud about the sad fact  
that animal lives are shorter than human lives. Shane,  
who had been listening quietly, piped up, “I know why” 
 
Startled, we all turned to him. What came out of his mouth  
next  stunned me. I'd never heard a more comforting  
explanation. 
 
He said “People are born so that they can learn how to 
live a good life – like loving everybody all the time and  
being nice, right?  the six year old continued, 
“Well, dogs already know how to do that, so they dont  
have to stay as long”. 
 
Submitted by Julianne Hoey 
 

 
 

 

The views expressed in this newsletter are not 
necessarily the views of the Suncoast 

Fundogs, unless expressly so quoted or 
authorised. 
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Paying Fees or Purchasing Goods 
If people require change for training, or 
wish to buy something from the equipment 
stand, they will need to be there between 
6.30 - 6.45pm or 7.30 - 7.45pm,  these are 
the only times that change can be given. 
When enrolling on the designated nights for 
PreAgility & Beginners Classes payments 
may be made between 5.30 - 6.45pm and 
7.30 - 7.45pm.  

 

Crate Hire  
 

For the duration of  
PreAgility Courses 1 and 2 

Cost: Deposit $50.00 
Refund $30.00 on return. 

 
The Club is offering this service, to enable new 
members to see the advantages of crating their 
dogs, before incurring the expense of making a 

purchase. 
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Keep up to date check our Website  
www.suncoastfundogs.org.au 

If you are interest in a chat page, go to 
the forum on our website. 
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2006 New Style Club Shirts 
only have small logo on the front  

2006-Embroidered Club Shirt-child  $25.00     
2006-Embroidered Club Shirt-Adult $30.00     
Embroidered Club Shirt-(Blue & White)  $35.00     
Embroidered Club Shirt-Blue  $28.00  
2006-Cross Country T-Shirt (Brown) $15.00    
Club Sweaters       $15.00                   
Long Sleeved Club Shirts   $24.00   
2006 Jackets (Blue & White) $35.00    
2006-Polar Fleece Jumpers  $35.00 
Polar Fleece Club Jumpers 
           Large logo      $40.00                     
Club Caps / Bucket Hats     $15.00 
Club Beanies   $18.00 
Dog Leads:    4’     $7.00                                        
                       6’       $9.00                                
          double      $9.00 
Head Halters   from $20.00 
Treat Pouches   $22.00 
Insert-Treat Pouch   $10.00 
Birdie Bag   $18.00 
Poo Bag Dispensers                $8.00 
Refills       $3.00 
Clickers    $3.00 
 
For your convenience: 
The Club now stocks a range of toys and an 
assorted range of Food Treats for your best pal. 
71���������������	.����������������������������7�
�

Mars Pet Grooming Products 
“Cat and Dog Stuff”  

SPECIAL 
Pigs Ears $1 each!!  

Also available cheap Frontline, Advantage 
and more! 

See Belinda at Training for more details or 
call 3888 4206 to order 

Orders can be collected on Tuesday nights 
at training 

�

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

�
�

�
�
�

�
�
�

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

���������	�
���
�������
�
���
�
� �
������������������	
�����
���� �
�������������������� �
������������������������������ 
�������������� � �
���������	������ ���� ��
��������������������������� ���
������!������
"#�������	����� ����� �
��������������������������� ���$������%�����
�
�
��
� �
���������	����� ��� � �
��������������������������� ���&�������
""�������	����� !���� �
��������������������������� ���'��(�!������
�
�
��
� �
����"����	����� "��� �
��������������������������� ���!�������
�
�

 
 

�
�#
����
$��
�%��� �
�

)��*�+�,��-��������*�+���������������.�
(��/�����0������0����1����*�+�����+��� � �

 

�

What age should they be? 
 
Sometimes members have friends and/or relatives who are 
interested in starting their puppies in Agility, but do not know 

the age puppies can commence: 
 

For PreAgility they can start at  
5 months: 

 
The concern is that the puppies are not fully covered by 

their vaccination until they are 5 months, they may however 
come for socialization with a waiver (this puts the onus back 

onto the owner-should the puppies become unwell). 
 

For Beginners: they can start at  
12 months: 

 
The concern is that the puppies bones have not properly 

formed, and they could incur skeletal damage if this level of 
agility is commenced earlier. 
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All our members are ambassadors for the Club, if 
you have friends, relatives, workmates etc. who 

may be interested in our sport, these are the dates 
our next courses commencing in 2008 

PreAgility 1 & 2 (4 wk courses) 
Commencing 6.30pm 

7th October 
4th November 

Beginners (7 wk courses) 
Commencing 7.00pm 

7th October 

 
 

Congratulations  
 
For completing & graduating 
from the following courses 

 
Pre Agility1 commencing 

1st July 2008 
Kim Persson & Cookie 
Barbara Smith & Scruffy 
Julie Riddle & Andy 

Pre Agility1 commencing  
5th August 2008 

Sue Bryant & Annie 
Megan Heaslip & Kiera 
Renee Lamb & Lille 

Pre Agility2 commencing  
1st July 2008 

Cancelled 
Pre Agility2 commencing  

5th August  2008 
Lisa Hodges & Joey 
Jen Deuis & Darryl 

Beginners commencing 
5th August 

Karen Noud & Jade 
Maria Paski & Chilli 
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“Always be Alert” 
Members should be reminded that not every 
dog is dog friendly and that all dogs should 
be kept at a safe distance from each other 

whenever possible. 
 

We know that our action sport creates 
excitement, and this can cause our dogs to 

become more volatile. 
 

It is important that all dogs (even the friendly 
dogs),  

must be on lead  
unless running the course 

 
So please be aware of your dog’s actions. 
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Suncoast Fundogs are lucky enough to have one of our members (who in conjunction with Brisbane Pet Motel) is able to supply a 
top quality Dog Food Royal Canin to members to at a reasonable price.   
A percentage of the purchase price of the food goes back to the club so you will be supporting the club just by buying Royal Canin 
Dog Food. 
 
Members can order from Alica, price lists are available from the clubhouse. or Alica can be contacted at  lissy04@bigpond.com  or 
phone 0438361103 
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Pines Pet Resort 
Rutters Road, Elimbah Q 4516 

 07 5496 7526 
 admin@thepinespetresort.com.au 
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Ground Rules 
 

 A current vaccination card (antigen based C5 or above) is to be produced annually for every dog. Any dog 
that has been in contact with any infectious animal will NOT be permitted on the grounds for a minimum of 18 
days post contact. 

 Flat/fixed collars and head halters ONLY to be used on the grounds. 
 Check chains, pinch collars etc. are NOT PERMITTED. 
 All dogs to be on leash unless approved by an instructor. 
 Coats must be removed from dogs before they take part in any class.  (Coats can be put back on while dog is 

resting) 
 Head halters and body harnesses must be removed from dogs before they take part in class, unless approval 

given by instructor prior to class. (Halters and harnesses can be put back on while dog is resting) 
 No equipment to be used, unless supervised by an instructor. 
 Harsh handling will NOT be tolerated. 
 NO bitches in oestrum allowed on the grounds. 
 All faeces ANYWHERE on the grounds must be removed by the handler and placed in the appropriate 

receptacle. 
 Handlers responsible for their own dog(s) AT ALL TIMES. 
 Handlers to accept complete responsibility for any damage done to any person, dog or property, by their dog(s). 
 We reserve the right to refuse membership to an aggressive dog. 
 We reserve the right to have a dog muzzled. 
 Handlers to help set up equipment prior to commencement of class, and to put equipment away at the end of 

class. 
 Children under 10 years of age are NOT permitted in training area whilst classes are being conducted, and 

must be supervised at all times. 
 Smoking is NOT permitted in class. 
 During the 15 minute training break, Instructors ONLY have sole use of the equipment. 
 Dogs should only be tethered to the fence on a short leash, so they cannot become tangled in the trees 

 



 9 

Dogs Have Extra Eyes in the Backs of Their Heads  
By Cathy Taylor 

 
We tend to forget that dogs don’t see things the same way we do. In Fact, their vision characteristics are quite different from 
ours. As agility handlers, it’s worthwhile to consider things from a “dog’s eye view” as it can improve our agility success. Let’s 
take a look. 
 
Dogs have extra eyes in the back of their heads. 
Well, not really, but their field of vision is far greater than ours.  An average dog has a field view of 240-250°, as compared to 
humans’ 180° field of vision. You might think he can’t see you after he’s well into a curved tunnel, but he may be able to! 
Make sure your dog is committed to an obstacle before your move to the next. 
 
Dogs don’t need flashlights. 
Dogs have vision characteristics to help them be successful nighttime predators.  They have a high percentage of rod 
preceptors and a tapetum lucidum that helps them see well in low light conditions.  The tapetum lucidum  is a reflective 
surface that make dogs’ eyes glow at night if you shine a bright light into their eyes.  Don’t worry if the trial drags on into the 
night as your dog partner will manage just fine! 
 
Only seeing-eye dogs could get a pilot’s license. 
On average, dogs have less visual acuity than humans.  A human with perfect eyesight has 20/20 vision. Dogs are usually 
nearsighted and have about 20/75 vision so the can see at 20’ what a human with perfect vision could see at 75’. Some 
breeds have been bred (perhaps unknowingly) for better eyesight and may have nearer to “human” perfect vision.  Some 
studies have shown that German Shepherds and Labrador Retrievers bred to be seeing–eye dogs have 20/20 vision.  
Perhaps those dogs with better visual acuity did better in guide dog training and were selected over near sighted dogs for 
breeding purposes.  Chances are that most of our dogs are a tad nearsighted.  If you’re standing perfectly still out in the 
agility ring some distance away from your dog, don’t expect him to see you clearly! 
 
You may look like a “blob”. 
The high percentage of rod preceptor cells gives dogs an advantage over us for detecting motion. If you’re standing away 
from your dog, he may not be able to see you clearly, but he can tell it’s you by his sense of smell and hearing and by 
recognizing you as his favourite “blob” that makes certain movements that he has come to know. All of us humans (except 
perhaps identical twins) have our own unique movements and our very special w°ay of executing them.  Dogs are experts at 
motion detection. Your dog readily picks up changes of posture and tiny movements.  That’s why it’s so important to keep 
your shoulders pointing in the direction of the course flow and why your hand signals are more effective when done distinctly 
and with confidence. Hesitant wishy-washy, or erratic hand signals and body movements can really confuse the dog. 
 
How wide is that triple jump? 
Because of the positioning of our eyes, we humans have about 140° of binocular overlap, which gives us a better ability to 
determine depth than dogs have.  Visual overlap varies with the dogs depending on their head shape, and is, on average 
about 30-60°.  Dogs use other clues such as brightness, shading, and perspective to judge depth and distance (the same 
things that make your computer games look 3-D on your monitor!). You also may see some dogs moving their heads up and 
down when approaching an obstacle to get more clues about depth. 
 
Can dogs see the yellow colour of the contact zone? 
Dogs are red-green colour blind. This means they can only see blue, violet, yellow and various shades of grey.  They can’t 
tell the difference between green, yellow and orange. Red, green and grey also look very similar to them.  But they can see 
the yellow colour of contact zones. 
 
Get a dog’s eye view. 
It’s a good idea when walking the agility course to get down and look at the course from the dog’s height. Things can look 
very different when seen from a lower height. That tunnel might be more of a trap than you think! 
 
Why dog’s don’t like watching TV. 
Dogs probably don’t enjoy watching TV as much as humans do because of their sensitivity to flickering lights.  Because of 
our lower sensitivity, what we see on TV appears as a continuous uninterrupted image. Dogs likely see TV as rapidly 
fluttering images, which could be irritating. 
 
Cathy Taylor publishes an agility newsletter for Ontario Canada called Agility Talk – (Extracted from  Clean Run Australia) 
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A farmer had some puppies he needed to sell. He painted a sign advertising the 4 pups. And set about nailing it 
to a post on the edge of his yard. As he was driving the last nail into the post, he felt a tug on his overalls. He 
looked down into  the eyes of  a little boy.  
"Mister," he said, "I want to buy one of your puppies." 
"Well," said the farmer, as he rubbed the sweat off the back of his neck, "These 
puppies come from fine parents and cost a good deal of money."  
The boy dropped his head for a moment. Then reaching deep into his pocket, he 
pulled out a handful of change and held  it up to the farmer "I've got thirty-nine cents. Is that enough to take 
a**  **look?"  "Sure," said the farmer. And with that he let out a whistle. "Here, Dolly!" he called. Out from the 
doghouse and down the ramp ran Dolly followed by four little balls of fur. The little boy pressed his face against 
the chain link fence. His eyes danced with delight as the dogs made their way to the fence, the little boy noticed 
something else stirring inside the doghouse. Slowly another little ball appeared, this one noticeably smaller. Down 
the ramp it slid. Then in a somewhat awkward manner, the little pup began hobbling toward the others, doing its 
best to catch up.... 

"I want that one," the little boy said, pointing to the runt. The farmer knelt down at the 
boy's side and said, "Son, you don't want that puppy. He will never be able to run 
and  play with you like these other dogs would" 
With that the little boy stepped back from the fence, reached down, and began rolling up 
one leg of his trousers. In doing so he revealed a steel brace running down both sides of 

his leg attaching itself to a specially made shoe. Looking back up at the farmer, he said, "You see sir, I don't run 
too well myself, and he will need someone who understands."  
With tears in his eyes, the farmer reached down and picked up the little pup. 
Holding it carefully he handed it to the little boy. “How much?" asked the little boy.  "No  charge,"answered the 
farmer, “There's no charge for love."  
 
The world is full of people who need someone who understands. 
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My kind of dog!   K-9 Congressional Medal of Honor Winner               Submitted by Sue Bryant 
 

 The K9 in the picture is Brutus, a military K9 at McChord. He's huge – part Boxer and part 
British Bull Mastiff, and tops the scales at 200 lbs. 
His handler took the picture. Brutus is running toward me because he knows I have some 
Milk Bone treats, so he's slobbering away! I had to duck around a tree just before he got to 
me in case he couldn't stop, but he did. 
Brutus won the Congressional Medal of Honor last year from his tour in Iraq . His handler 
and four other soldiers were taken hostage by insurgents. 
Brutus and his handler communicate by sign language and he gave Brutus the signal that 
meant 'go away but come back and find me'. The Iraqis paid no attention to Brutus. He came 
back later and quietly tore the throat out of one guard at one door and another guard at 
another door. He then jumped against one of the doors repeatedly (the guys were being held 
in an old warehouse) until it opened. He went in and untied his handler and they all escaped. 
He's the first K9 to receive this honor. If he knows you're ok, he's a big old lug and wants to 

sit in your lap. Enjoys the company of cats. 
 
Thought you'd find this interesting. Talk about animal intelligence and bonding with humans! 
 
 
Remember that they can't do a lot of things for themselves and that they depend on you to make their life a quality life! 
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Submitted by Sue Bryant 
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Jump Uprights  
$35 set with 5 
jump heights 
32mm, 1200mm PVC 
jump Bars $5 each 

Maxi table $60 
Mini Table $55 

Weave Pole Bases   
$180 set of 12 
made in 3 sections 
of 4 poles… 
Can also make 2x2 
bases for an 
additional $15 per 
set of 12 poles = 2 
sets of 4 + 2 Sets of 2 bases 

Training See saw $130 
can also make full size 
see saw for $220.00 

Contact Trainer 
$150 
4ft A frame section, 6ft Dog 
walk plank, folds flat for easy 
storage 

Full Size Dog Walk $400, A Frame $450, Cloth Tunnel 
$170,  Long Jump $60…. 
All equipment made of seasoned timber comes unpainted… 
painting is extra. #prices subject to change for material cost increases… 
 

Quality Agility Equipment made to order  
Contact Allison Britton 
 

aabritton@bigpond.com 
0428 186 053 


